
THE WEEKLY NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER

The subscription price of thia paper for a year is Turks
Dollars, payable iu advance.
For the long Sessions of Congress (averaging eightmoutho)

the price will be Two Dollars, lor the abort Sessions One
Dollar per copy.
A reduction of 20 per cent, (or 0113-tifth of the full charge)

will be ma:le to any one who thall order and pay for, at one

time, live copies of the Weekly paper; Mid a like reduction
of*85 per cent, (or oue-fourth of the full charge) to any one

who will order and pay for at ore time ten or more co;>iei:.
No aecjuuls being kept for this piper, it will not be for¬

warded to any one unless paid for in advanco, no. sent an^
longer than thu time for wi.ich it is so pah1, for.

GREAT MEN..^t*o* a cua*&**o*DB!,i'0

11 has been remarked all history sustain tl.e
remark that ureal men are rare production!. But,
we may ask, what idea do ,ve generally eonce.veTour minds when we use the term « great man !
Without going into an elaborateiftfitiAstion we may observe that the elements
creatness may be widely possessed, whilst meansSf SthmtO effect are but seldom at the dis¬
posal of individuals. So mupi> of m®reIdv*»tiuou» rircjwistaSs, and
influence human action as to render realI gre i

amongst the uncommon phenomena ol humat

phTo bereJIy great, a man muat have the control
over a powerful natural genius in himse.f, and also
tite supreme command over the natton to winch hebelong. .At long interval, of time such men »p-
near and form epocha in history. Such men wereSulius CvV.sar, Peter the Great of Russia, tREDb-
rick Second of Prussia, George Washington, and

NC"°.r'individuality these men were strongly
contrasted ; each had bis own character dt«ntctly
marked They were set apart in grand qualities ,

but in one trait they were in so remarkable a man¬ned similar as to'seem actuated by one mind.
Whatever else were their respective views of policy,
they all regarded the embellishment ol their country
a, primary. II all but Washington were con-

nueror", what the others gained by arms they im-

proved by the arts of peace. They were not actu-
ated by J mere blind avidity to acquire, and at the
same time destitute of the sentiment of miFovl(,J?what they spent blood and treasure to acquir .

the contrary, every one cf these men left monu¬
ments on the surface of their country more durable
testimony of real grcatneas than troph.es of votary
. tl7bat.le-.ield. And, as to mil.tary mer, , he)
all shared the danger, if they reaped the largest
«»hare of glory won in war.

,

We were led into this train of reflection by see-

ing in and reading from a New York paper an ar¬

ticle with the following epigraph :

" Madrid, September 19, 1848.
" in*h\y important intelligencefrom sP<,in-~

< Negotiations for the Cession of tuba to the
« United States.Probable success.

We h ave to the parlies the task of reconciling
the consistency of an Administration and Us ad-
visers in adding continental and insular reg;i is to a
domain, which, to improve when incorporated, they
have regarded a breach of constitutional law.
How far the writer of the communication is cor¬

rect or otherwise, in the subjoined extract person
allv applied, we leave to the decision of the em¬

ployer and agent. We must, however, observe
that in Europe no person is regarded as well ei tr¬eated if ignorant of the French language; and as

that language is in Europe the medium of diplo¬
macy we may well conceive the utter imbecility ofmosf'cf our diplomatists as regards the object of
their missions.

Tim EXTRACT above referred to.
«. A. far as I can ascertain the faeU, from the best diplo¬

matic aouKea, and in every possible way, I learn that id J uly
or August last, the United States Government srnt a de*pa rh,
thiough Mr. Saw*in, Stitreiary of Legation, addressed o

Mr. Saludaus, the Ameiican Midler here, containing direc¬
tions for him to sound the Spam* Government on their dis¬
positions to sell or cede the Wand of Cub* to the niie

State*, and, if such a purpose could be accomplished, to com¬

mence negotiations as secretly and as faat po«.ble *o as to

prevent opposition or hostility from the Britiah or other Gov-
emments. Mr. SAWtm haa been here for some time, and
Mr. Sao*Pins, I understand, has been taking some «trps in

the matter, but, in conwquehcc of his utter ignorance of the
modem language., either Hpanish or French, he find, a great
deal of difficulty in the way, and is thrown into the hands o

other diplomatists, who wiU use the information which they
receive through audi a channel to <Weat the general object of
the miasion. It ia remarkable how the Ministers of the L ni-

tcd States Are selected» and the topic ia frequently noticed
among the diplomatic body in this capital and in other parts
of this continent, that the American*Government aend* men

as iu representatives abroad who are utterly unacquainted
with foreign affair* or foreign languages, ami entirely incom¬

petent to conduct important negotiation* without the assist¬
ance of other diplomatists, who laugh and ridicule them, in¬

stead of rejecting men auited by talent and education, expe¬
rienced linguiaU, accomplished jurists, or natural diplomatists.
I have not yet bo«m able to learn the term* which the I nited
Sutea have offered for the cession of Cubs, but of the open¬
ing of negotiations Tor that purpose there can be no doubt.
It is truo that a ahort time ago some publication waa made .
the subject, dsnyiu* any wish, on the part of the ni <1
Sutea, for the acquisition of that island ; but it was well un¬
derstood, st the time the denisl was made, that it wa* directed
to some erroneous assertions on the general quesUon, and the
mouse far t utting it forth was to throw the Britis.i and other
MinisU.es h^ilk to such a movement off their guard as lar
as possible. There can be no question, as I have already
sU'ed, of the opening of negotiation* ou thi* anbjsct { be'
the success <>f Mr. SAVsntas'a miaaion seema to be more

susceptible of djnbc"
^

MINESOTA.
Thia ia the euphonious name given to an extensive region

lying north of W.sconsin and Iowa, in which, ."J*"'®.papers advise us, incipient step* have been taken toward the
formation of a Territorial Government. Hevere) PTom»M"*
settlement' hsve already been made .rithm the bounds of the
new Territory. The aoil, for the moat part ia reprinted to »<e
Tery good, the country is finely watered and timbered, and
the climate is milder and more genial than in the correspond¬ing latitude in Mew England. We well remember.it was
but a few year* ago.when flour, pork, and potatoes were
sent from thia port for the supply of the few faminea MttW
where now is the beautiful and flourishing city of Milwaukie.
.Iowa wa« then unknown, nave as a wild hunting-ground o
the Indians, and wo remember publishing, by request, the
proceedings at Dub.iqoe.then without the limit* ot the or¬
ganized States or Territoriea of the linion.of n *eIf consti¬
tuted court to tty a man accvaed of murder. The few peo¬ple then at that remote point, though beyond the jurisdictionof law, elected a judge, sheriff, and prosecuting attorney,
empanelled a jury, ass.gned the prisoner counsel, tried, con¬
victed and hai.ged the murdereri and, to show that evrythina hail been done right, aent us a certified statement of all
their proceeding* for publication. Thia waa bat liule more
than ten years ago. Now, Dubuque i* a flourishing town in
the broils of the Htate of Iowa. In a few year, more Mine-
.oU, whose na»ne aounds so strangely, will be knocking for
admiasiin into ibe Un-on a. a ^ver^en Histe^ N^hlng in
history aurpasses or even equala the growth of the Far North-
weal. The ear scarcely becomes familiar withthe namesof
iU Territories and geographers areata I«m 'o«^neth«r
limit* on the map* that grace oor walla, when, like Minerva
.pringmg into life In full panoply, they challenge our adim-
ration, aa firmly constituted, prosperous, *m-
monwealths. In truth, we have a great and gk*wes eourv
toy. Iu history ia a romance, surpasaiug in iU facts the
wildest creation* of flaUoa..Buffalo Com. Adt.

WAR OK PEACE.

A vital question at issuo in .he present canvass

is, Shall we elect a tVar Man or a Peace Man ?
Gen. Cass declares that ho "cordially approves

of the administration of Mr. Polk, and will conq¬
uer his own election as an approval, by the people,
of that Administration, which shall, therefore, give
direction to his own." The coispicuous feature of
that Administration, which the people are thus
formally called oil to approve, is War and Conquest.
No thanks, we know, are due to Mr. Polk and

Hife coadjutors (" quorum magna pars'1 &c. was
Lewis Cass) that we had not a war with Great
Britain. That Administration is responsible for
the war with Mexico, which gives as an 44 indemnity
for the past" a national liability for two hundred
millions of dollars, and a territory and military
glory, for which the sacrifice of more than twenty-
live thousand of our countrymen's lives as its price
is a fearful and cruel mockery : as 44 security for the
future," an exasperaied neighbor, burning ever to
be avenged of the blood and treasure which she
considers to have been wrested from her by brute
force ; and, as further 44 security," the resurrection
of the slavery dispute, which has already done
more than aught else, and is now more than ever

threatening to dissolve our Union, and drench our
fields in the blood of civil war.
On these questions Mr. Cass went 44 lartlier than

the farthest" to sustain Mr. Polk; and, by his
votes and speeches, always on the side of 44 pre¬
paring the hearts of the people for war, proved
himself emphatically a wur man. Now that the
world is rife with 44 wars and rumors of 4 inevilahle
wars," would he not, as President, with Mr. Polk's
thereby approved example, and an official intimation
of 44 vengeance against England/' have too much
opportunity to gratify his propensity ?
On the other picture: Gen. Taylor says, m his

Allison letter,44 / look upon war, at all times und
4 under all circumstances, as a national calamity,.
4 to be avoided if compatible with national honor.
4 The principles of our Government, as well as its
4 true policy, are opposed to the subjugation of
4 other nations, and the dismemberment of
4 other countries by conquest." In his letter to
the Hon. Truman Smith, of March 4, 1848, he
proclaims : 441 am a peace man, and 1 deem a stale
4 of peace to be absolutely necessary to the proper
4 and healthful action of our republican institu-
? lions." In his Ingersoll letter he considers 44 war
4 a great calamity, and his the greatest glory who
4 can terminate it."

It is good for us to look to the opinions of the
sages of our country's 44 trying days".-the found¬
ers of the spir't and letter of our constitution-
even as the mariner looks to the warning and the
.harts of older seamen.

Mr. Madison (in the Federalist, page 550, Hel-
vidius No. IV.) records these words : 44 Every just
4 view which can be taken of the subject admon-
4 ishes the public of the necessity of a rioid ad-
4 iierence to the simple, the received, the lunda-
4 damental doctrine of the constitution, that the
. power to declare war, including the power of
4 judging of the causes of war, is fully and ex¬
clusively vested in the Legislature : that tup
4 Executive has no right, in any case, to dec u»e
4 THE question whether there is oris not causeJor
4 de'taring war ; thai the rtg/il of cav.uetuMg and
4 informing Congress, whenever such a question
4 teems to call for a decisioj, is all the rght
4 which the constitution has deemed requisite or

i4 proper, and thai for such, more thtn for any other
4 contingency, this right was specially given to the
. Executive.'" [[Oh, Messrs. Polk uid Cass !]

~44 In no part of the constitution » more wisdom
4 to be found than in the eliuse whcli confides the
4 question of war or peace to the legislative, and not
4 to the executive department. B«sides the objec-
4 tion to such a mixture of heterogeneous powers,
4 the trust and the temptation would be too great
lfor any one man ; not such as nature may offer
4 as the prodigy of many centur.es, but such aa
4 may be expccted in the ordina-y.successions ol
4 magistracy, fl ar is in fact the true nurse of
4 Executive aggrandizement. In war, a physical
4 lorce is to be created; and it is the Executive
4 will which is to direct it. In war, the public
4 treasures are to be unlocked, and it is the Execn-
4 live hand which is to dispense .hem. In war, the
4 honors and emoluments of office are to be tnulti-
4 plied; and it is the Executive patronage under
4 which they are to be enjoyed. It is in war, final-
4 ly, that laurels are to be gathered ; and it is the
4 Kxecutive brow they arc to encircle. The strong-
4 est passkms and most dangerous weaknesses of
4 the human breast.ambition, avarice, vanity.-the
4 honorable or venial love of fame, are all in con-
. spiracy against the desire ?rd duty of peace.

44 Hence it has grown into an axiom that the
4 Executive is the department of power most dis-
4 tingvished by its propensity to war : hence it is
4 the practice of all States, in proportion as they
4 are free, to disarm this propensity of ii«{infhiencc.

44 As THE BEST PRAISE, THEN, THAT CAN BE PRO-
4 NOUNCED ON AN EXECUTIVE MAOISTRATE, IS THAT
4 HE IS THE FRIEND OF PEACE.A PRAISE THAT RISES
4 IN ITS VALUE AS THF.kE MAT BE A KNOWN CAPACITY
4 TO SHINE IN WAR SO IT MUST BE ONE OF THE
4 MOST SACRED DUTIES OF A FREE PEOPLE TO MARK
4 THE FIRST OMEN IN THE SOCIETY OF principles
4 THAT MAY STIMULATE THE HOPES OF OTHER Ma-
4 OISTRATES OF ANOTHER propensity TO INTRUDE
4 INTO QI'KSTIONS ON WHICH ITS ORAT'FICATION l»E-
4 pends. If a free people be a wise people also,
4 they will not forget that the danger of surprise can
4 never be so great as when the advocatesfor the
4 prerogative of war can sheath it in a symbol of
4 peace."
Much of this would seem to have been written

with a retrospective ami complimentary allusion to
Washington, or a prospective on# to Gen. Tay¬
lor, or perhaps both, as it is so applicable to cither
and both. Somehow or other, in spite of opposing
politicians, an intimate moral likeness to ashing-
ton in (ien. Taylor will b« constantly obtruding.
stacbtox, Vishijua.

Saw Patch Oi-thow*.A Diving 41 BeUt"..A funn? in¬
cident happened yeVerday on the Lawrcnre car*. A *ul>»Un-
tial, wholeaome looking Irish lady, waa so intent in h<?r gosaip
with a friend in the cars, ju»t aa they were stertir.g from Law¬
rence, that ahe did not wake up to the reality until abewaa mak¬
ing a cause for Boston al a twenty mile speed. The inatant
ahe perceived thia alie rushed tor the door. Conductor Bil-
linga, a very ga'lant man, and exceedingly lender of woman
kind, started to atop her, and arrived at tba platform juat as
the IrigLlemd woman made her leap. Luckily the cars were
upon the canal bridge » and aa she shot out the apeed of the
train turned her over in the neatest of all poasible aomer^ets,and then down ahe went, stn.ight as a meal bag, bonnet lirat,
into the canal. The dive was beautiful, and as abe aroae,
pulling with fright, n board waa thr iwn to her, awl ahe aoor
tound herself, dripping like a fat naiad, upon dry land, un¬
harmed, but a goml deal scared, aa well ahe might be. Last
night she came up in the car*, looking aa nice aa a aur.tlower,
and calm aa a summer morning. Oreat doubt ha« been ex¬
pressed aa to the probable rorult of the tuaste, had the gallant
conductor succeeded in clasping bcr before the leap waa made.

[Lotvell Jjunxal.
In aoroe newly-opertJ coal minea at Nortbope, England,

a live caterpillar was discovered in a piece or coal, and lived
two daya after being taken out. The inaectand the coal were
sent to Kfng'i College, London.

NEWVUBLICATIONS.
Having at length some respite from the toils and

} troubles wliich a long session of Congress always
brin/fs with it to a daily paper at tilt seat of Gov-

| ernment, we gladly avail ourselves of it to make
some acknowledgment for the many favors we have
received from our friends t.'ie booksellers and pub¬
lishers. It wili, we hope, alibrd some relief to our

readers loo to find, amidst the heavy columns of po-
litical discussion, a "plaitoriu" of light variety, up¬
on which Whig and Democrat, Old Hunker and
Barnburner, mny stand on equal terms. Unrestrict-
ed by parliamentary rules, it is the privilege of lite¬
rary criticism to exercise the fullest liberty of sptech
without having its personal motives called in ques-
lion, a*id.alas ! that we must confess it.without
restraining by us censure the licentiousness of au¬

thor or publisher. On the contrary, its praise and
its blame alike redound to the interest of both ; for
public curiosity is as much excited to read a work
pronounced to be of dangerous tendencies as one

recommended for iu persuasive incentives to virtu¬
ous aiu) itaoral improvement.
" A Couksk or hix Lsctvresow Astronom r, delivered in the

city of New York, by Prof- O. M. Mitchell. Specially
reported for the New York Tribune. New York Gree¬
ley <S? McEliath, Tribune Buildings, 1848." 8vo. pamph¬
let, pp. 31.

" Views of Astronomy. Seven Lectures delivered before the
Mercantile Library Association ol New York in the months
of January and February, 1848. By J. P. Nichol, LL.D.,
Professor of Astronomy in the University of Glasgow. Re-
ported for tho New York Tribune by Oliver Dr kr, Pho-
nographic writer. New York : Greeley At McElrath, Tri- j
bune Buildings, 1848." Octavo pamphlet, pp. 41.

" Popular Lectures on Agronomy, delivered at the Royal
Observatory at Paris. By M. Abako, Member of the In-
stitutfi of France, <5cc. With extensive additions and coi-

rcclions, by Diosirsius Lahdreh, LL.D., formerly Pro-
fossor of Astronomy and Natural Philosophy in the Univer¬
sity of London. Third edition. New York : Greeley &
McElrath, Tribune Buildings, opposite the City Hall, 1848."
Octavo pamphlet, pp. 96.

The progress made in the United States within the last two
or three years in the study of astronomy, the noblest and most

useful of all the sciences, has been so extensive and important
in its results as to attract the notice of nearly all the celebrated
astronomers of Europe, to raise into envied prominence some

of our young compatriots, and to reflect the highest honor up¬
on our country. Many of our readers no doubt enjoyed the
gratification of listening to the cloqueat professors whose lec¬
tures are here so well reported. They attracted universal no¬

tice, and it is but echoing the public voice to say that they
well merited the general approbation they received.
To those who have ever looked into astronomy, "ither as an

amusement or as a professional study, the labors and services
of the Frenrh astronomer M. Araoo must be too familiar to

render it nccccsary that we should recommend his " Popular
Lectures." They were designed to offer inducements for the
more general study of the science, and are therefore adapted
to the capacity of every person of education. The translation
of them could not have fallen into better hands than those ot

Dr. Laruxeh, who was himself for so long a time a popular
lecturer on the same science and with the same views. He
has not only corrected some error* into which every cxtempo-
rsneous lecturer, however qualified, is liable to fall, but bat;
adJed numerous remarks and comments, tending to explain
and illustrate the meaning of the author.
" Lives of the Queenu of England, from the Norman Con¬

quest; with anecdotes of their Courts, now first published
frijcn official records and other authentic document*, private
as well as public. By Amses Strickland. Vol. Xll.
Philadelphia Lea Ai Blanchard, 1848."
Thi* volume closes the series of Mrs. Stickl.j xu's biogra¬

phy of the Queens of England, and is entirely occupied with
the life of Anne, the last sovereign of the unfortunate Stuart

family, cromrnccd in the preceding volume. The author's
reasons for not continuing her work to a later period will he

reg.ir.led as abundantly satisfactory, when it is remembered
that the head of the present reigning dynasty was the succes¬

sor of Anne, and that it would be difficult, if not impractica¬
ble, for her to obtain the same free access to original letters
and private papers remaining in the hands of descendants, is

»he has ev'dently enjoyed in the prosecution of her work to

iU assigned limits. These Lives being republished in this
coun'ry by Lea Ac Blanchard as a part of the " Ladies' Cabi¬
net Series," have been extensively circulated, and are to be
found in almost every library in which any attempt is made to

ke< p pace with the literature of the day. There are few per¬
sons perhaps to whom the fame facilities would have'been
aflorded for the performance of such a task, and certainly none
who could have executed it in a more unexceptionable
manner.

" Law* and Practice of all Nations and Governments relating
to Patents for Inventions t with tables of fee* and form*.
Also, an editorial introduction, with explanation* of prac¬
tice and proceeding* used in procuring patent* throughout
the world. Compiled and edited by John L. Ki*«*lkt,
C. E., and JonRPH P. Pias«o*. C. E., Patent Agents,
Ate. New York Kingsley Ac Tireac*!, No. 5 Wall st.,'

| 1848." Octavo pamphlet, pp. 200.
Thi» will be found a moat useful book of reference, not only

to inventors, but to the numerous patent agent* who find em-

payment in the extraordinary genius of our countrymen for
hitting u|»n new inventions to benefit the world. It 1* the
only work of the kind we have seen, and is certainly of arha-
racter to make it very acceptable to all whose business it is to
be acquainted with the laws relating to patent*.

The Son of the W ilderneas. A Dramatic Poem, in live
acta. By FaitnmcR Halw, [Baron Munch-Bellinghau-
sen.] Translated from the German by Charles Edward
Anthon. New York : Printed for the Translator by H.
Ludwig At Co., 1848." 12mo., pp. 166.
This drama is replete with beautiful outbursts of nature, in

its worst as well as noblest forms, and contains numerous paa-
{ sages of rich and touching pathos. The thoughta ate alto-
gethrr German, and in the genial language of iu author cotild
not fail fo excite deep interest. Whether, however, it will
ever gain the popularity here as a stage play which it is said
to ba-e had in Vienna is questionable ; not from any defect in
the Englirh dreas it wears, for the translator seem* to have
performed ni* task faithfully, but from the wide difference in
the theatrical taste of the two countries.

e observe that the gentleman to whom we are indebted
for this translation has been recently appointed professor of
modern languages in St. John's College, Annapolis.
" The American Quarterly Register and Magazine. Con¬

ducted by James Striker. Philadelphia ; E. C. and J.
Biddle."J
This is a most valuable addition to our periodical literature,

well deerrving the patronage of the public, which we sin¬

cerely hope it may receive in sufficient amount to ensure its
continuance.
" The History of the French Revolution of 1789. By Lons
Blarc, author of 'France under Louis* Philippe,' Ac.,
Member of the Provisional Government, Acc. Translated
from the French. Philadelphia : Lea Ac Blanchard, 1848."
Octavo, pp. 322.
This is the " first part" of the first volume. "Two piru

will make one volume." But it comprises two volumes of the
ten which will complete the original work now in the course

of publication in Paris. The author is well known to the
reading public, and has acquired considerable reputation for
the originality of hi*, speculations on the causes of historical
event* and controlling motive* of human action. He could
not have chosen a more inexhaustible subject of philosophical
theory than the Revolution of 1789. Thousand* of voiumes
have been written upon it, and yet tbe world is aa far from
being sgreed a* to tu remote and proximate cause* a* in the
beginning. M. Bla*c carries hie researches further back than
any other of its hirtorians.too far perhaps for any mind leae
philosophical than his own to trace the connecting links in the
chain of causes. We look upon all such inquiries as utterly

worthies* fur any purpose thai ran benefit mankind. Thty
serve to show the indefatigable industry of tho au'hor, the pe¬
culiar aptness of his miini to analysis, and the vast stores of
intellectual treasure which bis labors have laid up; and to

those who have leisure for suclt speculations hid work must be

acceptable.
** Letter* pfMra. Adams, the wife of John Adams. With an

Introductory Memoir by her grandson, Ckahils Francis
Aiiamx. Fourth edition, revised and er.lurged, with un

appei:ilii, containing the letters addressed by Jons W-
Adam* t.) hi* son on the study of the Bible. Button : Wil-1
kind, Carter <k Co., 1848." 12mo., pp. 474.
The Letters ol Mrs. Adams have been some ti.no before the

public, and ibe reception they have met with may be gathered
from the faci that the present is ;he fourth edition. Nothing
could be conceived more appropriate aj an appendix to these
Letters than "the Letters addressed by John (j. Adams to

his son on the study c{ the Bible." In them we tec the di¬
rect fruit* of the early instruction he received from hia excel¬
lent mother. We think that Mr. Charles F. Adams could
not render a more uapful service to the rising generation, or3 ujpti
pay a no! !er tribute/^ the memory of his father, than by
giving the* eleven letter* separately in »im« cheap form, that
would place them within the -means of possession by every
family in the United Stales.

" Jane Eyre ; an Autobiography. Ediud by Cvhvsu Beli.
Boston ; Wilkins, Carter 6c Co., 1848.'' 12mo. pp. 48:}.

This is one of the most interesting romances ol tke year,
possessing great originality of conception, much diversity of

character and variety of incident, many novel scenes most

graphically depicted, and numerous evidences of talent and
genius capable of something higher and m re useful than the
best romance that ever was written.
" Readings lor the Young, from the works of Sir Wavi*Sb,
Scorr. In two volumes, with plates. Philadelphia i Lei
and Blanchard, 1848." Vol. 1, pp. 344, vo|. 2, pp. 312.

The selection! are well chosen, the volumes neatly got up,
and the plates well executed. There is another merit in
these "Reading*," too, net alwaysto be found in "elegant ex-

tracts".each article is so selected as to form a complete epi¬
sode in itself; and tho reudpr otherwise unacquainted with the
voluminous works of Scott may form from these gatherings a

vuy fair estimrte of his unrivalled genius as tLe founder of
a new branch of li:e-atu;e.
" Chemical Technology; or, Chemistry applied to the Arts

artd to Manufactures. By Dr. F. Kxirr, Professor at the
University of Giessen. Translated ami edited, wiih nu¬

merous note and additions, by Professor Waltkh R.
Johnsok, of Philadelphia. Vol. I, illustrated with two

hundred engiavings on wood. Philadelphia ; Lea & Blan-
chard, 1848." Large ottavo, pp. 504.

This is a mo»t valuable woik, grouping together all the mos'.

recent discoveri.s of chemistry, so far as they can be made

applicable to ih« arts and manufactures, and thus saving both
time and money to those who are employed in iliot-e branches
of industry. This first volume contains an illustration of
some of the most interesting processes of chemistry ; interest¬
ing notonly in a philosophical point of view, but in the im¬

portance of their results to tAe comforts of man. It cannot
lail to prove particularly acceptable at the present season of
the year, whei; so man' of our comforts depend upon the

proccss of combustion, fom which wc derive both huit and

tight. Almost every diy introduces some new invention by
which these two indispensable items in our social economy
may be supplied to w at an eipen*e in inverse ratio to their in¬
tensity. So much indeed has been gained within a few years
|>ast in tli$ methods of using tuel, that it scarcely seems to be

an Iii*h bull to imagine that a stove or a furnace may be ere

long brought into use, containing within itself a principle of

pe.petual calorification, which, like a clock or a kitchen jack,
will only require to be Wound up to keep us wann ai.-l cook
our meals far the twenty-four hours.

It would he a great mi-stake to suppose that this work, be-
cause it Lis a htrd name of Greek parentage, is only to be
understood by ibe man of science or the scholar who carried a

lexicon iu hi - bead ; on the contrary, it may be read with ad¬
vantage by the poor man who makes his living by burning
charcoal, lor it wouid explain to him, in language that he
would readiiy comprehend, that the best and sorest method by
which he could always make it of uniformly good quality that
would ensure him the readiest sale and highest price. The
woik, indeed, is designed foi the humblest manufacturer not

lesa than for those engaged in the higher branches of art j and
the illustrat ons furnished by the engravings are so plain that
no mastrr of his business will Cnd any difficulty in profiling by
the improvement.- they are designed to recommend.

PRINCE GEORGE S AGRICULTURAL FAIR.

The annual Fair of the Prince George's Agricul¬
tural Society was held on Wednesday and Thurs¬
day last, at Upper Marlborough. The Gazette of
that place says of it:
" The scene presented by the assemblage of hundred# of

gentlen,' n and ladies from Ibis and the neighboring counties,
and District of Columbia, gave evidence of the great interest
felt in Agricultural Improvements » and the large collection
of animals of various kinds, fruits, flowers, domestic manu¬

factures, implements, tke., were calculated to inspire the Iw-
holder with a sense of the utility and impeitance of agricul¬
tural societies.
MTbr contributions of the ladies were both u»eful and

beautiful. The display of tiuits, flowers, and vegetables ex

celled the rich collection# of former yearr. The st.ck yard
was weil tilled with superior animals, affording ample proof
that the attention bestowed on raising improved animals bas
more than compensated for the care and expense. A most
interesting feature of thia branch was Uie com|*iition for the
.Calvert Premium.' It will be recollected that the liberal
and aesloo* friend of agriculture, C. B. Calvert, last year
offered to give the male calves of his celebrated Durham at'ock,
free of charge, to such gentlemen as would oblige themselves
to exhibit them for the premium of ihe Society annually for,
three years. Eleven gentlemen availed themselves of the
offer, and the committee who passed upon the calves spmk in
the highest terms of their appearance. They have made an

interesting report on the kubpet.
"The Society has been annually indebted to Dr. Bai*i

and Thomas Dk rrtt, Esq. for their splendid assortment of!
vegetables j bat on this occasion these gentlemen ' beat them-1
selves. Dr. B.V collection of fiuits, flowers, and vegetables
c.Ttahily excelled any thing ever shown in Prince George's,
and many were the compliments paid to the taste displayed in
toe arrangement of the beautiful wrraths of flowers over his
table. ,
" On the second day the annual addreas was delivered to a

large and intelligent audience by Gen. Truck Tiluhmaw,
of Talbot county. It waa a production of m>tch merit, and]
was we|| received bv the audienre. The Society have order¬
ed it to be printed in a pamphlc} with the proceedings of the
Society.

"Every thing connected with the exhibition passed off'
pleasantly, and the Inendf of the Society have reason to be-
liave that it will go on and prosper, and every year add new
evidences of iu uaefulne«<. I

" Amon* lh« most gratifying circumstances attending the
exhibition, was the presence of the venerable patnot and
farmer, Groroi Washix«TOW Parr a Ccstis, who had
quit his quiet retreat at Arlington to evincc the interest be
lelt in the agricultural prosperity of his native county."

1 he following additional particulars of this interesting ex¬

hibition are copied from a contemporary print :

^

"Dr. Pat*k made an able report on farming. Colonel
Catron * firm was highly complimented in the report. It
appears that he sends e*ery day to Washington and Baltimore
150 gnllons of excellent milk.
"The firat premium on farms was awarded to Col. Ca-

pror, the second to Col. Jorr D. Bowling, the third to
Mr. Janrr Somkrvillf..

The premium for the best mutton was awarded to W.
W. Bowtt, Esq.

I he vegetables were of the most extraordinary sue and
of superior quality.

" An excellent dinner was served np by Mr. H>rris, and
several animated addresses were made by the Hon. Mr. Jrwt-
rsa, C. Calvert, W. W. Bowir, T. F. Dowta, and
other gentlemen. Mr. Calvert's speech was an able vindica¬
tion of the planter's claim to the patronage of the State. Hia
remarks war* wall received by the company, who spent a few
hours very agreeably at the social board.'''

COMMUNICATION.

| TO THE EDITORS.

Gentm:mkx : The recklessness ami desperation which the
Locofocos exhibit in all " their doing- and sayings" clearly
demonstrates to every rellecting mind the ult»r hopeie sness

of their cause. Ever since the brilliant victories won by
Gen. Tat lob on the Rio Grande, which lit up the world
with their glory, and presented him in his true character to

the American people as emphaticnlly the man possessing j.I
the solid and substantia! qualities of head and heart, at ^hit-
trying juncture of out national affairs, as most fit to preside
over the destinies of this great nation, the T.ocofocos have
evinced a bitte. hostility to this glorious old chieftain, dis¬
graceful to themselves and disreputable to th>! age in which
we live. Ever since James K. Polk, in his message to Con-
.jre^, in December, 1846, studiously avoided an honorable
mention of Gen. Taylor in connexion with his biilli int

achievements in Mexico, a studied system of misrepresenta¬
tion, calumny, and abuse has been pursued towards him by
the party, from their greatest orator down to the most con¬

temptible slang-whanging demagogue on the stump, and from
ihe official organ (the " Union") down to the most obscure
village sheet in the country. But of all the reckless and
barefaced misrepresentations of tho character of Gen. laylor,
an article iu the Richmond Enquirer of ttie 18th instant caps
the climax for cool impudence ar.d downright falsehood. Its
impudence is cool in attempting to palm such stuff ujwn the

people for truth, and its falsehood is glaring, contradicted as it
is by the history given of th.it wonderful batt e by those who
participated in it. The article is headed " Rough Notes on

Mexico, by a Virginia Volunteer," and discourses as follows:
44 The battle of Buena Vista is the next gnat event in this
4 second conquest of Mexico. So disadvantageous were the
. positions pointed out bv Gen. Taylor for his different bodies
« of troops, that every regiment was driven from its ground
. and compelled to take up new positions to content the bat-
' tie. A ditch, sixty yards in length, behind the knoll just
«in the rear of Washington's battery, filled with 'the Ameri-
4 can dejd, will for ages lie pointed out as a memento nl the
4 blunders of the Commander-in-chief. Gen. Wool or Gen.
« Worth would have won the battle in two hours. The very
4 men were they to do it. l'oor Clay, and Harding, and
« Lincoln, and Xabriskie, and whole compani-s of their men
< were slaughtered by the Mexican lancers while retreating to
. more favorable positions to continue the fight. Gov. \ ell
4 Wcis killed in a charge feur miles in rear of the first line of
. battle, in an attempt to retrieve tho fortunes of the day.
. Cspt. Bragg, with his 'charmed pieces,' at the first onset
. was stationed where he could do neither good nor harm ,

4 but, taking another station, he was enabled to clear the whole
4 field, and his, with Col. Washington's cannon, drove back
4 the countless hosts of Santa Anns.
" The pretty anecdote told of Gen. Taylor riding up near

4 Capt. Bragg and ordering him to ' give them more grape,
. reads very wtll in lb; newspapers ; but it is amusing to see

« the risibiliti'-s of Capt. Bragg's cauntenanrr when asked if
4the tale is true. Every body who knows the two officers
' knjw* that Capt. Bragg knew what to do in his then situa-
«tion better than Gen. Taylor could tell him. Gen. Taylor
« was never nearer Capt. Bragg than forty yards, just in his
4 iear,"&c.

This wiseacre, who, if he correctly represents himself as

44a Virginia Volunteer," was not only not in the battle, but
never even smelt gunpowder during the Mexican war, states

ihat the \ ictory at liuena Vista was gained, not in consequent
of the generahhip displayed by G.n. Tsylor upon thit o-cwion,
but in spite of his blunders } ami, to gratify hu partisan feel¬
ing*, indulges in this wholesale slander in fact of the testi¬

mony of Capt. Bragg, Gen. Belknap, and all other participa¬
tors iu that bloody battle who have giv«ta an account of it.

Gen. Belknap says » 44 We all expected to give San la Anna
4 tuitie at Agua Nucva or in its immediate vicini'y ; but Gen'
4 Taylor kept his own counsels. On the morning of the
4 214, however, orders wero given to fall back to Buena
4 Vista, when Gen. Taylor thus explained to me his views:
4 4 We know (said he) that Santa Aunt is short of provisos i
4 he knows precisely our position, and he expects fb fight us
4 this afternoon. This morrjug, therefoie, he will probably
4 give to bis soldiers alltu» remaining rations, promising them
4 a support from our ataiea. Ji°w» then, we will fall back to
4 Buena Vista, whars I always intended to give him battle.
4 He will arrive here to-night with his men tired and hungry ;
4 and to-morrow they must make a hard day's march, and
4 fight us upon empty stomschs, and thus lessen the enormous
4 duparity between our forces.' We moved accordingly,
4 Iadds Gen. Belknap,) and to the foresight and strategy of
< o«n. Taylor, as well as to his indomitable coolness and
« daring on the field of battle, is measurably attributable our
4 unparalleled victory."

Capt. Bragg, in a speech, said : 44 To the General-in-chief
4 his acknowledgments were especislly due. He inspired the
' whole army with valor and confidence by his presence, not
4 only at Buena Vists, but from the opening of the war on
4 tlio Rio Grande. It is almost itnpos-ible for you, gentleman,
. (he said) to understand the character of that man as a com-
4 mander of an army. There is a resolution, a firmnesi, a
4 determination in his manner tnd in his purposes that go a
4 great way in leading men to victory. The battle was fought «
. you know the result; but you nerrrean know the injlumct
4 that the presence of Gen. Taylor hm! upon the army. He
4 alotie, so it ha* teemed to nse, could have inspired, by apre-
' sence, every soldier in the army, a* the r>>lunJee~s were in-
«spired. The confidence in him was complete. He had
' commanded volunteers before, and hsd been successful with
4 them. He had never surrendered. He had never been
4 whipped, and the idea got abroad that be never could be.
4 When marnauvring my pieces athwart the gullies, (I cite
« this as an example of that confidence,) I saw clouds of dust
« about two miles from me. I was painfully anxious. I
4 thought Gen. Minon had fallen on our rear and attacked our
4 depots, and to meet Inm was my first thought. A man came
. galloping up through the dust into eight, screaming 'Old Xach
4 is coming /' Every soldier gave involuntary utterance to
4 his feelings. Old Xach came, and in fiftetn minute* the
4 tide of battle iw turned. Four thousand five hundred
4 men repulsed twenfv thoueand * ind to the influence of that
4 presence, under God, I think I am alive here to dine with
. you to-day." How effectually doea this eloquent statement

offsets, by two of the heroes who were in the hottest and
thickest of the fight, explode the slanders of this anonymous
scribbler in the Enquirer !
The rabid partisans and leaders of the Locofocos are not

content with stignistuing Geo. Taylor as an ignoramus and
as 44 a man without epinions or principles to guide ar.d govern
him «" out the I'nioo and its satellites sneer at him as 44 a
4 man of so little energy or aptitude that he was some forty
. vwars iu rising from a lieatenaney to the head of a regiment,
4 and who has only within a few years been promoted to the
4 commend of a division i" and iu echo, the Richmond En¬
quirer, publishes in iu columns that the slaughter of the gal¬
lant officers and men who fell at Buena Vista 44 will be tor
4 sges pointed out as a memento of the blunders of the com¬

mander-in-chief ;** that Generals Wool and Worth could
have won the battle in two hours } and that the victory was

wen in sj ite of Taylor's blunders. Such wholesale slander
and abuse will recoil upon the heada of ita authors. So far
from iu lessening the admiration of the ^arm-hearted and pa¬
triotic people of the country for the glorious oh! hero, it only
adds fuel to the flame of their admiration for the man and
gratitude for his services, and makes them the more determin¬
ed to put the capstone upon his honor, by elevating him to

the Presidency. Yes, "Old Xach is coming," as at Buena
Vista, when the cohorts of the enemy were bearing down
upon cur devoted little army, threatening every moment to

annihilate them. Thfl shout was raised, 44 Old Zilch is com-

tog !" when the tide of battle was turned so, on the 7th of

November next, when the cohort* of the Locofocoe, with their
trained bands of Office-holders, rush upon the standard* of
the people, ibey will ruise the shout that " OM Zach ia com¬
ing !" and with that gallant old chieftain at tii"ir bead, who
never surrenders am! never lost a battle, they wilt achieve a

triumph over their enemies as signal and elfotlivo as the rout
of the Mexicans upon the field of Bjcna Vista. And, if we
are to judge the future hy the past,, we may expert to see T.
Ritchie, Esq. eal bis own words as ho did iu the case of Geu.
Jackson. When the hero of New Orleans was irrst a candidate
for the Presidency Mr. Ritchie violently opposed his election :

he deprecated bis election "as . curte upop the country, and
said, "Andrew Jackson ia a soldier, but is he a statesman f"
" Where," ho asked, " are the evidences of it * Where are
. his political speeches, his public documents ' He is too
. self-willed, too much of a tyrant, ever to he the ruler of a

'free people." He said he " admired Gen. Jackson's mo>
' desty. When discovering his want of qualifications be re-
. tired from the public councils ; hut could not say much for
' his modecty when he aspired to the highest office in tbe gift
. of the people and with holy horror be exclaimed, 11 What!
' elect a man to the Presidency who cannot interpret the plain
4 expressions of one law, yet would be called on to adqamister
' all the laws of the land." Such was the abuse he poured upon
(ien. J-ckron ; but when the peophr, neither regarding his abuse
nor heeding his advice, elected him President, no man could
excel T. Ritchie in his praises of Geu. Jackson " as one of
the greatest t.tate?men and rulers in the world." 80, I sup¬
pose it will be in the case of Gen. Taylor, when he goes into
the Presidential chair with a more unanimous vote than any
other man save the Father of his country. He will theu be
in the eyes of T. Ritchie a second Washington ; he who is
now " a man of so little energy and aptitude that he was tome
' forty years in rising from a lieutenancy to the bead of a regi-
' ment, and who has only within a few years been promoted
' to the command of a division," will he the greatest General
the world ever taw ; and this man, now " without cpinions
or principles to guide or govern him;" will be the greatest
statesman and ruler in the world. But nous v.rrons.

A TAYLOR DEMOCRAT.
'

FRENCH AFFAIRS.

M. Gaillardet, formerly Editor of the Cowr-
rir.r den Etuix Unit, published at New York, but
who i« now a resident of Paris, has a long letter
in the Courrier of Tuesday, of the contents of which,
we gather the following from the New. York Com¬
mercial Advertiser :

M. Gaillardet sets out with an expnnition of bis recen

attempt to become a member of the National Assembly, to
.which he says he was invited by a thousand or twelve hun¬
dred inhabitants of the department of Vonne. This invita¬
tion he accepted, however, only with the understanding that
Louis Napoleon intended not to be a competitor; leaving tbe
contest to be decided between a Legitimist, a Red Republican,
the procurcur (district attorney) in the tribunal of the Seine,
Alexander Dumas, and M. Gaillardet. He says that his pros¬
pects were good until of a sudden Louis Bonaparte proclaim¬
ed his intention to be a candidate, which at once pat an end
to the hopes of all the other*. " Every other name disap¬
peared in the .shadow cast hy the great name of Nspoleon ;
for it is not so much a man as a name thai tlie people of our

rural districts have elected." In reference to this vast popu¬
larity of the dead Emperor, M. Gaillardet says: "To the
name belongs an idea, and this idea, I regret to say, is hatred
of the republic. I have questioned tbe country people, I have
demanded to know of tbem why they voted for Prince Louis*
and the universal reply has bueu, ' in order to get rid of the
republic.' To their view tbe republic is but another name for
muery, civil war, ar.d the increased tax of the forty-live per
cent. Such has been the case in each of the five departments
that have chosen the nephew of the Emperoi. The Republi¬
can Union of Auxerre, a radical journal, bet caruiid and en¬

lightened, did not fear to »«y, m spmkic* ol ihr sWctioe 1

' Lou s Bonaparte represents the monarchical idea, citizen
Randot the Legitimist, O. Pinard that of the existing Repub¬
lic, F. Gaillardet the FrancivAmerican Republic, and Alex-
auder Dumas the republic of fantasy, (repnbli'/ue fantaa-
ti-/ue.') I'nder this view, tbe Franco-American Republic,
which I bad in fact adonled as my theory, would have over¬

time the existing republic and tHfe republic of far.tasy; for,
little chance as Louis Napoleon left to nis competitors, I bad
oy votes more than the proeureur Piuard and hiortf
then Alexander Dumas."
Of Louis Nspoleon M. Gaillardet say* .

" In his profession
of faith before the Assembly tbe Prince, as you know, has
asaerted bis devotion to the republic ; but to this devotion ao

little credit ia given that the great question in tbe public mind
is that of tbe Preaidency, wlucii is tho object of l.u ambition.
Some are at opinion that hi* Modesty, his good republicanism,
are but a pretence by mean* of wbicb anxiety may be quieted
and the Aasembly induced to strain that aiticle of the con¬
stitution giving (he choice of President to the people. Once
elected to that high post, he w»u!d gradually sink the republic
to his own advantage, by obtaining first a decree making the
Presidency a tenure for life, and then cauaing it to be declared
hereditary, after the manner of his imperial uncle. Apart
from the ultimate design, he is peraonally a formidable com¬

petitor with Cavaignac, T<edru Rollin, and Lamartine , and
therefore the friends of these throe, however different their
views on minor points, unite In one common elfnt to give (he
choice of President to the Assembly, and not :o tbe people..
M. Gaillardet seems to ke of opinion, however, that the advo-
rates of election by the people will prevail; and that the other
party, abandoning their direct purpo-e, will attempt to gain
their object, either by inaerting a provision in the constitution
mtfkmg a previous residence of five years a qualification for
the Presidency, or one excluding the members of families
which have occupied the throne.

After this M. Gaillardet enters upon a long disquisition
touching tbe faults of the proposed constitution, and then ex¬

patiates upon the tur^ub-nt scenes ir. tbe Assembly, apropos
to the insurrectionary proceedings at Toulouse, which were so

graphically described in tbe last letter of our Paris corre¬

spondent.
Of Louis Philippe and his family M. Gaillardet say* . " If

certain letters may be credited, tho ex-royal family suffers
under :he pressure of a poverty which seems to be unques¬
tionable, after tbe report of M. Berryer to the committee of
tirnnce, on the proposition of M. Favre relative to the con¬
fiscation of the private property belonging to tbe house of
Orleans. The report is agsinst the confisca'ion, and recom¬
mends that the domain be continued under sequestration, its
revenues being spplied to the payment of the numerous cre¬
ditors. It proposes that tbe personal effects of the Princes be
restored to tbem, and that an annual allowance be provided
ft* then until the liquidation, to which tbey have all consent¬
ed, be complete. It seems that since the 3Uh of February
tbe entire revenue from the family domain has been only
1,700,00*3 franca. The debta amount to 70,000,000 franca,
and if the effects, which are estimated not to eiceed HO,000,-
000 in value, were sold, the proceeds would scarcely be suffi¬
cient to pay the creditors. Such is the actual situation of
that colomal fortune which the ex-King was said to have
amassed."

Faoi Txxas..The New Orleana Picavune of the 17th
instant has advices from Galveston to the LMh, by the steam¬

ship Palmetto. The only intelligence of any moment is that
in the neighborhood of Goliad several murders had been com-

mitteti, by Mexicans aa some thought, but more probably by a
roving bind of Comanche* or Wacoes. Two young men, bro¬
thers, named Davis, h*d bce.i found dead at the door of Ibeir
own house ; two others had been waylaid and killed, and yet
two others were found dead in tbe road. In DewHt county
tbr^e of a party of six were killed in a fight with a body of
Indiins on the llth of October. Parties of Texana were

scouting in pursuit of these hostile Indiana, but with what
success was not yet known.

Mission t« C'AiiroavtA..We mentioned some time ago
that it was tbe intention of the Missionary Society of 'be
Methodist Episcopal Church to establish a mission in Califor¬
nia. We are now enabled to say distinctly that tbe Kev.
Isaac Owras, of the Indiana Conference, ha* been appoint¬
ed to that mission, and will leave for the field of hi labors ear¬

ly next spring by the overland route. It ia expected that a

number ot families will go out at the same time, under an es¬

cort from Mismntn. Another missionary will be appointed to

accompany Mr. Owen..A'. Y. Con ^Advertiser.
A child of Mr. I'pham, who keer.e a confectionary shop

near the foot of Winthrop street, iu this to*n, was smothered
to death on Friday morning. The chikl was left in the morn¬

ing on a bed upon a turn-up bedstead, and, forgetful of the
fact, the father turned the bed jp. In about half an hour the
bed was token down, and the child foucd -ead. It waaabout
a year old. .Hallowell HazttU.


